8	part I* Introduction
reasons given from early times by the judges for their decisions in
particular cases coming before them. Tn the reports of these cases
governing the particular set of facts before the court are to be found
authoritative expositions of the law. In the sphere of constitutional
law here are to be found much of the law relating to the prerogatives
of the Crown,1 the ordinary remedies of the subject against illegal
acts by public officers,2 as well as the remedies by way of judicial
order of prohibition, certiorari and mandamus a and the writ of
habeas corpus,5 which affords protection against unlawful invasion
of personal liberty by the Executive,
Examples of judicial decisions are The Case of Impositions (1606),
2 St. Tr. 371; K* & L. 48, which defined the scope of the arbitrary
power of the Crown to impose duties for the regulation of trade,4 or
the modern case which decided how the discretionary powers of the
Crown (the royal prerogative) are limited by a statute conferring
similar powers; Attorney-General v. De Keyset Royal f/otel, Ltd^
[1920] A,C 508; K. & L. 86,* Again, it is a rule of the common law
that the Crown can do no wrong, a rule which long enabled govern-
ment departments to a large extent to escape legal liability for the
wrongful acts of their employees. This rule depended for its validity
on the decisions of the courts and it was not until 1947 that the Crown
Proceedings Act removed this immunity of the Crown, subject to
important limitations where the common law rule still prevails,6
(2) Interpretation of statute law. The task of the judge is in theory
confined to an exposition of the moaning of the enacted law, and in
the case of subordinate legislation (statutory instruments made under
the authority of Acts of Parliament) also to an enquiry into the
validity of the enactment- In practice, however* judges make law by
interpretation* Since most of the powers of government departments
and local government authorities are derived from statute, this type
of judge-made law is of greater importance in the sphere of public
law to-day than the common law, Indeed, generally speaking, as
legislation increases in volume—and in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries the output of general legislation has been stupendous—the
tendency is to confine the work of the courts more and more to the
interpretation of statute law.
III.
CONTENTIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION AS A SOURCE OF LAW*
There are many rules and precepts to be mastered by men and
women engaged in public life, as well as by students of eonstitutioaai
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